
 

 
 

ARLINGTON STREET CHURCH 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

Boston, Massachusetts 
tinyurl.com/ASCZoom (video)​

or (929) 436-2866 (phone) 
[Meeting ID: 895 886 6876]​

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 

 
 
PRELUDE 
    Hopefully Sky ......................................................................................................... Eunju Jung (b. 1993) 
    Endless Blue Sky .................................................................................................... Kevin Kern (b. 1958)​ 
​ ​ ​Hyunju Jung (she/her), piano 
 
WELCOME & GREETINGS ......................... Rev. Parisa Parsa (she/her), Transitional Minister  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             Rebecca Parkhill (she/her), Worship Coordinator  
 

AFFIRMATION & COVENANT 
 
​ Love is the spirit of this congregation, and service is our gift. 
​ This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, 
​ To speak our truths in love, and to help one another.    ​ ​ ​  
 
INTROIT  
​ Seek Not Afar for Beauty .................................................... text: Minot Judson Savage (1841–1918) 
                                                               ​ ​                     tune: Cyril V. Taylor (1907–1991) 
                                                          ​ ​  choral arrangement: Mark David Buckles (b. 1980) 
     
    Seek not afar for beauty 
    Lo, it glows in dew-wet grasses all about thy feet 
    In birds, in sunshine, childish faces sweet 
    In stars and mountain summits topped with snows 
  
    Go not abroad for happiness 
    Behold it is a flower blooming at your door 
    Bring love and laughter home 
    And evermore joy shall be yours as changing years unfold 
  
    In wonder-workings or some bush aflame 
    We look for truth and fancy it concealed 
    But in earth's common things, Love stands revealed 
    While grass and flowers and stars spell out G-d’s name 
 

 

*You are invited to stand as you are willing and able. 

 

https://zoom.us/my/arlingtonstreet


OPENING WORDS & CHALICE LIGHTING  
​ Seven in the Woods ………………………………………………………………………………….. Jim Harrison (1937–2016) 
​ ​ ​Rev. Parisa Parsa​ ​  
 
*HYMN 1022 
​ Open the Window ..................................................................... text and music: Elise Witt (b. 1953) 
​ ​ ​ ​   ​        inspired by the Georgia Sea Islands spiritual “Heist the Window, Noah” 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                          piano arrangement: Jeannie Gagné (b. 1960) 
 
​ Chorus 
​ Open the window, children 
​ Open the window now 
​ Open the window, children 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
 
​ Neighbors lock their doors, build fences so high 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
​ Don't see what's to discover on the other side 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
 
​ Chorus 
 
​ Borders 'round countries, borders 'round the sky 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
​ The only border close you is the border 'round your mind 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
 
​ Chorus 
 
​ This big old world is in a great big mess 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
​ Open the window, find peace and rest 
​ Open the window, let the dove fly in 
 
​ Chorus 
 
READING 
​ Fishing Before You Know How to Fish ……............................................ Courtney Martin (b. 1979) 
​ ​  
 
ANTHEM  
​ Children's Letters to G-d ................................................................................... music: C. M. Shearer 
        ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ text: compiled by Eric Marshall and Stuart Hample 
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​ I. ​ ​Dear Mister G-d, 
​ ​ ​How do you feel about people who don't believe in you? 
​ ​ ​Somebody else wants to know. 
 
​ II. ​Dear G-d,  
​ ​ ​I have got to know something. 
​ ​ ​What is it like in heaven? 
​ ​ ​I know it's nice but what kind of nice? 
​ ​ ​What happens when it rains? 
 
​ III. ​Dear G-d,  
​ ​ ​My name is Robert. 
​ ​ ​I want a baby brother. 
​ ​ ​My mother said to ask my father. 
​ ​ ​My father said to ask you. 
​ ​ ​Do you think you can do it? 
​ ​ ​Well, good luck! 
 
​ IV.​ Dear G-d, 
​ ​ ​What is it like when you die? 
​ ​ ​Nobody will tell me. 
​ ​ ​I just want to know. 
​ ​ ​I don't want to do it. 
 
​ V. Last week it rained for three days 
​ ​ ​We thought it would be like Noah's ark but it wasn't. 
​ ​ ​I'm glad because you could only take two of things, remember? 
​ ​ ​And we have three cats. 
​ ​  
SERMON 
​ How Can This Be? …………………………………………………………..………………………………………… Rev. Parisa Parsa 
 
COMMUNITY CANDLES OF SORROW & JOY 
​ There is a Love .............................................................................. text: Rev. Rebecca Parker (b. 1953) 

                                                   ​ ​                    music: Elizabeth Norton (b. 1959) 
 
There is a love holding us 
There is a love holding all that we love 
There is a love holding all 
We rest in this love 

 
Please come forward to light a candle at any time at the table to the right of the podium. 

During the service, candles are welcome in the Zoom chat. 
To have your candle of sorrow or joy read during the service, 

please submit it in advance at tinyurl.com/ASCCandle. 
 

To reach a member of the Pastoral Care team, please email Care@ASCBoston.org. 
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SILENT REFLECTION, MEDITATION & PRAYER 
 
 ​  
OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY 

It’s up to us to finance the beloved spiritual community we want to create! Today, we 
invite you to be part of Arlington Street’s story of devotion, innovation, and 
transformative generosity.  

​ ​  

 

WAYS TO GIVE 
1.​ Scan the QR code 
2.​ Visit tinyurl.com/GiveASC 
3.​ Search @ArlingtonStreet on Venmo (Charities) 
4.​ Text the word “GIVE” to (617) 300-0509 
5.​ Mail a check to Arlington Street Church 

 
​If you would like to give regularly, you can set up automatic payments at ​ ​ ​
tinyurl.com/GiveASC or by contacting Cheryl Sullivan ops@ASCBoston.org. We 
encourage you to provide now for a future gift to Arlington Street by remembering the 
church in your will. Thank you for helping to ensure a robust future for our beloved 
spiritual community! 

 
SHARE THE PLATE 

Generosity is a spiritual practice at Arlington Street Church. Because sharing our 
resources transforms both ourselves and our world, we share our Sunday offering with a 
partner in our mission of love, service, justice, and peace. 

 
This month’s Share the Plate partner is American Friends 
of the Parents Circle – Families Forum shares the human 
side of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with the American 
public in order to foster a peace and reconciliation 
process. The Parents Circle – Families Forum is a joint 
Israeli-Palestinian organization made up of more than 
700 bereaved families. Their common bond is that they 

have lost a close family member to the conflict. Instead of choosing revenge, they have 
chosen a path of reconciliation. Learn more at https://parentscirclefriends.org 

 
To make your gift, please scan the QR code above; visit tinyurl.com/GiveASC; or text 
the amount you want to give and the word SHARE (ex. $50 SHARE) ​
to (617) 300-0509. 
 

Whatever you give is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
OFFERTORY 
​ Dream On .................................................................. Ben Rector (b. 1986) & Marc Scibilia (b. 1986) 
​ ​ ​Bek Zehr (they/them), vocals 
​ ​  
​ Do you ever get scared? 
​ Do you ever get sad? 
​ Did you forget the childhood dreams that you had? 
​ Hoped it’d be better but things turned out bad and all went wrong 
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​ You don’t have to climb mountains or walk on the moon 
​ To fill up your heart like a great big balloon 
​ If you can't sleep at night just remember this tune 
​ And sing along 
 
​ Chorus 
​ Dream on, dream on 
​ Even when you’re afraid all your dreams may be gone 
​ Just dream on, dream on 
​ When the world says you’re crazy, just tell them they’re wrong and dream on 
 
​ When I was younger I played make believe 
​ Now when I close my eyes I just fall asleep 
​ If you live long enough, life will make you believe that they're gone 
 
​ Chorus 
 
​ Dream on, dream on 
​ To infinity and far beyond 
​ Maybe they’ll take you fabulous places 
​ Maybe you’ll wake up right where you belong 
 
​ Chorus​  
 
*HYMN  
​ Simple Faith ............................................................................ David Tamulevich & Michael Hough 
                                                                                                             ​            from Mustard’s Retreat 
               Mark David Buckles, guitar and vocals 
​  

Chorus                
Ours is a simple faith 
Life is a short embrace 
Heaven is in this place 
Every day 
Hope is the ground we till 
Make each day what you will 
Thankful for dreams fulfilled 
Every day 
 
No room in this heart for fear 
No judgment day drawing near 
Trust that inner voice you hear 
Every day 
Life’s not a goal or race 
It’s about heart and faith 
And living a life of grace 
Every day 

Chorus 
 
Trust is an open hand 
Making an honest stand 
Rooted here in the land 
Every day 
Living the mystery 
Seeking the harmony 
Here between you and me 
Every day 
 
Chorus 
 
Every day 
Every day 

 
BENEDICTION & EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE 
 

5 



*RECESSIONAL 
​ This Little Light of Mine ….......................................................... Traditional American Gospel Song                          
​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  arrangement: Mark David Buckles (b. 1980) 
 
​ This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
​ This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
​ This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  
​ Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

 
​ Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine... 

 
POSTLUDE 
​ ​Coming of Age Story ............................................................................................ Mujin Lee (b. 2000) 
​ ​ ​Hyunju Jung, piano 

 

 
 

Out of respect for Arlington Street Church members and friends who are Jewish, 
we follow the tradition of not spelling out G-d’s name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Arlington Street Staff Directory 

Rev. Parisa Parsa (she/her) • Transitional Minister (SeniorMinister@ASCBoston.org) 
Cheryl Sullivan (she/her) • Director of Finance & Operations (Ops@ASCboston.org) 

Mark David Buckles (he/him) • Director of Music (MBuckles@ASCBoston.org) 
Jeff Fogleman (he/him) • Congregational Administrator (Office@ASCBoston.org) 

 
 

Arlington Street Prudential Committee 

The Prudential Committee is Arlington Street’s elected, governing board. 
“The Pru” is joined by Stephen Anable (Clerk) and Liz Teixeira (Treasurer)​

in conducting the business of the church. 

Kelly Anne Weaver, Chair                 Bill Briggs                               Art Nava 
Sandy Dixon, Co-Chair                     Cathy DeMatto                      Laura Pattison 
Dawn Bellamo                                    Hala Hazar                              Darrell Waters  

We welcome your questions ​
and suggestions at Pru_Chair@ASCBoston.org 
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​

This Week at Arlington Street ~ You Are Invited! 
 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 11 
11:00 am ~ Sunday Service (Sanctuary & Zoom)  
12:00 pm ~ Community Coffee Hour  (Chapel & Zoom) 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 12 
12:00 pm ~ Monday Mettā (Zoom) 
4:00 pm - Poems to Go On (Zoom) 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13 
6:00 pm ~ Buddha’s Belly (Zoom) 
7:00 pm - Arlington Street Meditation Room (Zoom) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14 
5:00 pm ~ Tea with the Minister (Zoom) 
6:00 pm ~ Kundalini Yoga (Zoom) 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY, 15 
5:00 pm ~ Arlington Street Writes! (Zoom) 
7:00 pm ~ Arlington Street Choir Rehearsal (Clarke Room) 
                                           
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 18 
11:00 am ~ Sunday Service (Sanctuary & Zoom)  
12:00 pm ~ Community Coffee Hour  (Chapel & Zoom) 

For details and Zoom links for these events and more,  
please visit Arlingtonstreet.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

Arlington Street Church, Unitarian Universalist 
351 Boylston Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
(617) 536-7050 • office@ASCBoston.org • www.arlingtonstreet.org 
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