
 

 
 

ARLINGTON STREET CHURCH 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

Boston, Massachusetts 
tinyurl.com/ASCZoom (video)​

or (929) 436-2866 (phone) 
[Meeting ID: 895 886 6876]​

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: HOPE 
 
PRELUDE 
    No More Nights .................................................................................................................... Eun-Ah Kim 
    How Great is Your Love ............................................................................................ Kyeong-Wook Seol 
​ ​ ​Hyunju Jung (she/her), piano 
 
WELCOME & GREETINGS ............................................................. Rev. John O’Connor (he/him)  

Community Minister for Good Works  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lucy Humphrey (they/them), Worship Coordinator  

 
OPENING WORDS & CHALICE LIGHTING 
​ Wild Geese ..................................................................................................... Mary Oliver (1935–2019) 
​ ​ ​Rev. John O’Connor 
 

The flaming chalice is the symbol of our free faith. 
 
KINDLING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: HOPE ……………………………….……. kel alford (she/her) 

 
STORY 
​ Who Would Have Thunk It?  ........................................................................... Rev. John O’Connor 
 
AFFIRMATION & COVENANT 
 
​ Love is the spirit of this congregation, and service is our gift. 
​ This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, 
​ To speak our truths in love, and to help one another. 
 
*HYMN 131  
​ Love Will Guide Us .................................................................................................... text: Sally Rogers 
                                 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       music: Traditional 
 
    Love will guide us, peace has tried us 
    Hope inside us will lead the way 
    On the road from greed to giving 
    Love will guide us through the hard night 
 
  

 

*You are invited to stand as you are willing and able. 

 

https://zoom.us/my/arlingtonstreet


   If you cannot sing like angels 
    If you cannot speak before thousands 
    You can give from deep within you 
    You can change the world with your love 
 
    You are like no other being 
    What you can give, no other can give 
    To the future of our children 
    To the future of the world where we live 
 
    Share the song and share the silence 
    Share the shade and share the light 
    With every friend, neighbor, stranger 
    On our journey through this life 
 
    Love will guide us, peace has tried us 
    Hope inside us will lead the way 
    On the road from greed to giving 
    Love will guide us through the hard night 
 
REFLECTION 
​ ​What Will You Do With All That Power?………………………………………………………….…………….kel alford 
 
ANTHEM 
​ We Shall Be Known ................................................................................... Karisha Longaker (b. 1976) 
                                                                                                         ​ ​ ​  from MaMuse 
​ Sé (Shea) Brown (they/them), vocals 
 
    We shall be known by the company we keep 
    By the ones who circle round to tend these fires 
    We shall be known by the ones who sow and reap 
    The seeds of change, alive from deep within the earth 
 
    It is time now, it is time now that we thrive 
    It is time we lead ourselves into the well 
    It is time now, and what a time to be alive 
    In this Great Turning, we shall learn to lead in love 
    In this Great Turning, we shall learn to lead in love 
 
 
 
REFLECTION 
​ In The Dark, We Look For The Light………………………………………………Rev. Ali Jablonsky (she/her) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             Community Minister 
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ANTHEM 
​ Human …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... Brandi Carlile (b. 1981) 
​ ​ ​Sé (Shea) Brown, vocals​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  
​ Baby, you're only gonna hurt your back 
​ Looking down like that, cut yourself a little more slack 
​ Baby, you're gonna have a heart attack 
​ And they won't thank you, they don't make awards for that 
​ We know by now that time does not take sides 
 
​ Chorus 
​ We're only human 
​ I don't need to see how to it ends 
​ To tell you that we'll never be here again 
​ We're only human 
​ I just wanna feel my face in the sun 
​ I never really wanted to hurt anyone 
​ Forever only means we had a good run 
​ We don't need to know to right now 
​ It's hard enough being human 
 
​ It's not likе we're evеr really gonna learn 
​ And I'm no angel, I know we're gonna watch it burn 
​ And baby, there isn't anywhere to run 
​ And I won't blame you for seeing all the beauty in a wildfire sun 
​ Tomorrow isn't nothing but a game that we used to play 
 
​ Chorus 
 
​ Baby, when you wake up, and it wasn't a dream 
​ And you're tired of crying, you're too broken to scream 
​ Shake your fist at the city, let it rip at the seams, be human 
​ You're gonna hammer the street with your hands and your feet 
​ Let the bitterness die, fall in time to the beat 
​ When you look in the eyes of the strangers you meet 
​ Be human 
​ Feel, oh, feel 
 
COMMUNITY CANDLES OF SORROW & JOY 
​ Sanctuary ............................ John W. Thompson (b. 1950) & Randy Scruggs (1953–2018) 
                                                                                     adaptation: Crawford Harvie/Buckles 
                                                                          arrangement: Mark David Buckles (b. 1980) 
 
​ Open my heart to be a sanctuary 
​ All made holy, loved, and true 
​ With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
​ Sanctuary for you 
Please come forward to light a candle at any time at the table to the right of the podium. 

During the service, candles are welcome in the Zoom chat. 
To have your candle of sorrow or joy read during the service, 

please submit it in advance at tinyurl.com/ASCCandle. 
To reach a member of the Pastoral Care team, please email Care@ASCBoston.org. 
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REFLECTION 
​ Be Careful What You Ask For! …………………………..…………………………….………….. Rev. John O’Connor 
 
ANTHEM  
​ You Can’t Always Get What You Want .......... Mick Jagger (b. 1943) & Keith Richards (b. 1943) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   of The Rolling Stones 
​ ​ ​Sé (Shea) Brown (they/them), vocals 
 
​ I saw her today at the reception 
    A glass of wine in her hand 
    I knew she was gonna meet her connection 
    At her feet was her footloose man 
 
 ​ Chorus 
​ You can't always get what you want 
​ You can't always get what you want 
​ You can't always get what you want 
​ But if you try sometimes, you just might find 
​ You get what you need 
 
    And I went down to the demonstration 
    To get my fair share of abuse 
    Singing, "We're gonna vent our frustration 
    If we don't we're gonna blow a fifty-amp fuse" 
    Sing it to me, honey 
 
 ​ Chorus 
 
    I went down to the Chelsea drugstore 
    To get your prescription filled 
    I was standing in line with Mr. Jimmy 
    And, man, did he look pretty ill 
    We decided that we would have a soda 
    My favorite flavor, cherry red 
    I sung my song to Mr. Jimmy 
    Yeah, and he said one word to me, and that was "dead" 
    I said to him 
​  
    Chorus​ ​  
 ​  
OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY 

It’s up to us to finance the beloved spiritual community we want to create! Today, we 
invite you to be part of Arlington Street’s story of devotion, innovation, and 
transformative generosity.  
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WAYS TO GIVE 
1.​ Scan the QR code 
2.​ Visit tinyurl.com/GiveASC 
3.​ Search @ArlingtonStreet on Venmo (Charities) 
4.​ Text the word “GIVE” to (617) 300-0509 
5.​ Mail a check to Arlington Street Church 

 
​If you would like to give regularly, you can set up automatic payments at ​ ​ ​
tinyurl.com/GiveASC or by contacting Liz Teixeira Treasurer@ASCBoston.org. We 
encourage you to provide now for a future gift to Arlington Street by remembering the 
church in your will. Thank you for helping to ensure a robust future for our beloved 
spiritual community! 

 
SHARE THE PLATE 

Generosity is a spiritual practice at Arlington Street Church. Because sharing our 
resources transforms both ourselves and our world, we share our Sunday offering with a 
partner in our mission of love, service, justice, and peace. 

 
As millions of people face reduction or complete 
loss of benefits for food assistance from the 
federal government this month, our share the 
plate partner is the Friday Night Supper Program. 
In 1984 as the AIDS Crisis was escalating in 

Boston, Arlington Street Church & Dignity Boston, a community of GLBTQ Catholics 
& Allies, collaborated to meet to meet the growing need for support & services for 
people facing food & housing insecurity, social isolation and homelessness.  40 years 
later it continues as an independent organization which has provided over 5,000 meals 
to hundreds of individuals in the Boston community this year alone. In addition to the 
meals they also provide clothing and resource information to their guests. Over the past 
40 years members of Arlington Street Church have volunteered in a variety of 
capacities & given generously.  Let us keep the tradition of loving service alive. 

 
To make your gift, please scan the QR code above; visit tinyurl.com/GiveASC; or text 
the amount you want to give and the word SHARE (ex. $50 SHARE) ​
to (617) 300-0509. 
 

Whatever you give is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
OFFERTORY 
​ Hymn to Love ................................................................................... Marguerite Monnot (1903–1961) 
​ ​ ​Hyunju Jung, piano 
​ ​ ​  
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*HYMN 95 
​ There Is More Love ........................................................................................ African American Hymn 
                    ​ ​ ​                                       additional lyrics: Rev. Allison Palm (b. 1987) 
 
​ There is more love somewhere 
​ There is more love somewhere 
​ I'm gonna keep on 'til I find it  
​ There is more love somewhere 
 
​ There is more hope... 
 
​ There is more peace... 
 
​ There is more joy... 
 
​ There is more love right here 
​ There is more love right here 
​ I'm gonna keep on ‘cause I’ve found it 
​ There is more love right here 
 
BENEDICTION & EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE 
 
RECESSIONAL 
​ Where You Go (I Will Go) …..................................................................... Shoshana Jedwab (b. 1964) 
                                                                          ​  ​ arrangement: Mark David Buckles (b. 1980) 

 
Where you go I will go, beloved 
Where you go I will go 
Where you go I will go, beloved 
Where you go I will go 
 

For your people are my people 
Your people are mine 
Your people are my people 
Your divine, my divine 

POSTLUDE 
​ Blessed Be Your Name ..................................................................................... Matt Redman (b. 1974) 
​ ​ ​Hyunju Jung, piano 

 

 
 

Out of respect for Arlington Street Church members and friends who are Jewish, 
we follow the tradition of not spelling out G-d’s name. 
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This Week at Arlington Street ~ You Are Invited! 
 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 30 
11:00 am ~ Sunday Service (Sanctuary & Zoom)  
12:00 pm ~ Coffee Hour (Chapel) 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 
12:00 pm ~ Monday Mettā (Zoom) 
4:00 pm - Poems to Go On (Zoom) 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
5:00 pm ~ Tea with the Minister (Zoom)  
6:00 pm ~ Kundalini Yoga (Zoom) 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 
5:00 pm ~ Arlington Street Writes (Zoom) 
7:00 pm ~ Arlington Street Choir Rehearsal (Clarke Room) 
                                           
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 7 
11:00 am ~ Sunday Service (Sanctuary & Zoom)  
12:00 pm ~ Coffee Hour (Chapel) 

For details and Zoom links for these events and more,  
please visit Arlingtonstreet.org. 

 
 

 

Arlington Street Staff Directory 

Rev. Parisa Parsa (she/her) • Transitional Minister (SeniorMinister@ASCBoston.org) 
Mark David Buckles (he/him) • Director of Music (MBuckles@ASCBoston.org) 

Jeff Fogleman (he/him) • Congregational Administrator (Office@ASCBoston.org) 
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Arlington Street Prudential Committee 

The Prudential Committee is Arlington Street’s elected, governing board. 
“The Pru” is joined by Stephen Anable (Clerk) and Liz Teixeira (Treasurer)​

in conducting the business of the church. 

Kelly Anne Weaver, Chair                 Bill Briggs                               Art Nava 
Sandy Dixon, Co-Chair                     Cathy DeMatto                      Laura Pattison 
Dawn Bellamo                                    Hala Hazar                              Darrell Waters  

We welcome your questions ​
and suggestions at Pru_Chair@ASCBoston.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arlington Street Church, Unitarian Universalist 
351 Boylston Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
(617) 536-7050 • office@ASCBoston.org • www.arlingtonstreet.org 
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